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EDITORIAL...

Last few decades have witnessed a tremendous growth in the
number of au_dio-visual tools of communication, particularly in terms of
newspapers in various Indian languages and TV news channcls at
nathna} and state levels. The last decade saw the emergence of social
media in the wake of growing web of internet and android mobiles
wluc.:h is hardly controlled by any regulating agency. These means of
media carry news items from one comer of the country to the other
corner of the country generating the never-seen -before hype.

On the one hand, these tools of media (print, electronic and social)
struggle and advocate for the free exercise of the fundamental right to
freedom of speech and expression. on the other hand, there appears Lo
be freezing of the same fundamental right in their world of literature
and arts. A judicious reader of the newspaper (hard copy and e-copy)
and constant users of the social media might be reminded of a good
number of controversies related to books, plays. movies and lele-
serials as well. These means of expression (artistic) becomes the sofl
target for the state and non-statement groups to vent out their wrath.

One may recollect such events of the recent past.

Ordinarily these represent a religious sect, a fundamentalist
establishment, caste and creed based groups, socio-political regional
and linguistic groups. These groups do not entertain and tolerate any
type of adverse remark or description of their revered figures. They not
only protest against these thinkers, writers, artists, and works of arts.
plays, movies or tele-serials but also attack the writers, their houses, the
theater houses, cinema halls and TV studios. Even the statues are not
spared from their wrath. These artists have cither to exit/flee or to give
in to the mob demands. Some writers, artists, and producers declare
their demise.

Political parties and media, the tool and advocate of free spesch
and cxpression, play their convenient roles in quite different ways.
Academic world need to discuss these issues relevant to the well being
of the democracy. We hope this ICSSR sponsored Inter-disciplinary
Multilingual National Seminur on “Politics, Literature and Media
in Indin’ will underline the need of some measures of protect the free
exercise ol the riglht to expression. We welcome you all.

Prin, Dr B M Dhoot Prin. Dr R T Bedre
ACS College, Gangakhed SPPM, Sirsala
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