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Study of India's Human Development 
-Dr. Shailesh Akulwar, Beed 

Introduction 
India has 29.5 percent poverty, according to the report of (C. 

Rangrajan) and 38.5 percent malnutrition among children age group of 
Oto 6 years1. Poverty is seen as deprivation from choices available for 
an individual to live the life they have reason to value and also the 
deprivation ofthe individual's abilities to exercise that choices2. It shows 
us 29.5 percent of Indians are deprived from their rights and human 
choices. Human Development report 1997 describes Human 

Development means 'the process of widening people's choices and the 
level of well being thcy achieve are at the core of the notion of human 

development'. In short, human development means enlargement of 

human choices. There are several factors which are being used to count 

human development. United Nations Development Programme UNDP 

uses three components to count the Human Development Index HDI 

ofthe nations. These are as: A long and heathy life as measured by life 

expectancy at birth; Knowledge as measured by the adult literacy rate 

and combined primary, secondary and tertiary gross enrolment ratio; a 

decent standard of living as measured by GDP per capita income on 

the basis of purchasing power parity PPP in US$3. HDI started to 

count from 1990 by UNDP.Actually, importance of human development 
has been told by Indian social thinker and workers. Right from Mahatma 

Jyotiba Phule and Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar explained the importance 
of education; good health and economic empowerment of excluded 

and need to abolish poverty. Phule opened school forgirls in 1848 in 

Pune city to empower women which is the half of Indian population 

deprived from their human rights and education. They had also work 

on equality in human rights to all. The government of India did not 
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